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Executive summary 

D6.6 ‘Report on the Local Stakeholder and Community Engagement Events in the four case 
study areas, as well as capacity building for blue economy player events’ is being created by 
WP6 in month 44 and aims to showcase the level and type of impact that CLAIM has achieved 
throughout (i) the stakeholder engagement events across the thematic locations of the 
project’s case study areas (Subtask 6.3.2) and (ii) the blue economy player events (Subtask 
6.3.3).  

The deliverable looks into the different scientific events, which CLAIM has attended, 
providing details about the number and variety of the audience, as well as the type of 
knowledge transfer. To maximise the impact of the project participation, WP6 
Dissemination and Outreach has been actively engaged in an elaborate dissemination, 
occurring prior to, during and after each event. The concrete dissemination activities are 
described within this document. 

 

Scope 

As described in the project’s Description of Action (DoA), CLAIM focused on targeted 
dissemination and awareness raising among local stakeholders and communities when 
communicating the importance of developing novel technologies for reducing marine litter, 
the negative impact of marine litter on human health and the potential contribution of 
citizens towards healthy oceans and seas. HCMR and the Dissemination team worked closely 
with local case study partners to identify relevant litter collection campaigns and other 
initiatives that CLAIM can collaborate with, communicating its main objectives and key 
messages on the importance of clean seas. Along with that, CLAIM also provided training 
and knowledge share courses to the participating SMEs and service providers through the 
Booster Service of the EC and active participation of NNL and IRIS assisted by IKERC. 

Within the frame of these objectives, CLAIM has participated in a number of scientific-events 
in the project’s case study areas, where project experts have been actively engaging with 
diverse audiences, ranging from stakeholders over to researchers, policy-makers, industry 
and the civil society in the aim to bring forward the important issue of marine litter and its 
prevention. By carrying out training and knowledge transfer courses, CLAIM is striving not 
only to promote and maximise the project’s impact but also change policy and public 
perceptions and provide advice for management decision-making within various interested 
parties and stakeholders. 
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Introduction 
 
WP6 Dissemination and Outreach has as a main objective to “translate” the CLAIM findings 
and present them in an attractive, user-friendly format that is both meaningful and targeted 
to each stakeholder group. It shall increase awareness and acceptance of civil society about 
the importance of healthy oceans and seas, free from plastic litter and pollutants, as well as 
the importance of progress towards reducing pollution and debris (macro, micro and nano) 
in regional sea basins and beyond, and towards restoring marine ecosystems. 

One of the means of delivering these messages to the general public and key stakeholders is 
the organisation and/or participation to engagement events. To maximise the impact of 
those and ensure strong outreach to key local audiences for the project, CLAIM carries out 
events in the project’s case study areas. 

CLAIM case study areas 
Originally, the CLAIM project had four case study areas. However, following a request from 
the CLAIM partners, two more study sites have been included from AMD-774586-73 onwards 
and as follows: 

- The Gulf of Finland was added to the key study site for microliter sampling (Task 3.2) and 
the model development (Task 1.1 and Task 1.4) that was mentioned within the DoA, but not 
specifically under the specific Tasks. 

- A new study site in the Mediterranean was added, namely the Gulf of Gabes in Tunisia, for 
the baseline environmental and invisible litter characterisation under (Task 3.2). This new 
study site has been included in the DoA with no changes in the budget lines based on a 
decision of the Consortium. 

 
As a result, the six case study areas of CLAIM are the following: Saronikos Gulf (Greece), 
Ligurian Sea (Italy), Gulf of Lion (France) and Gulf of Gabes (Tunisia) in the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Gulf of Finland (Estonia), Belt Sea (Denmark - Germany) in the Baltic Sea. 
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Stakeholder engagement events 
To raise awareness about the project goals and ongoing progress, especially the marine 
cleaning technologies, CLAIM has participated in stakeholder engagement events across the 
project’s case study areas. These activities aimed to inform local audience, as well as science 
journalists on newsworthy results in order to ensure coverage in the respective areas and 
reach out to the general public in its local language.  
 
For the majority of case study areas defined in the previous chapter, CLAIM managed to 
present itself as part of a major awareness-raising event. The goal was to reach the 
established audience of already popular science festivals. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
CLAIM did not manage to attend events at the Baltic and Belt seas despite having planned 
such activities with preparation of material (e.g. Baltic Sea Day 2020).  
 

Saronikos Gulf (Greece) 

• European Researchers Night Greece, 5 October 2018, Athens, Greece 

Whereabouts: CLAIM participated at the European Researchers Night Greece on 5 October 
2018, which took place in Athens, Greece. The event has been initially planned to take place 
in September, however, due to unfortunate weather conditions it was postponed for 
October 5th. The project also took part at the pre-event of the main occasion, which has been 
held on 25 September 2018 in Elefsina, Greece. 

Description: The Researcher's Night -a major celebration of science and research- is a 
European Union initiative under the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions aimed at highlighting 
the role of the Researcher and acquainting the public with the fascinating world of research 
and technology. Throughout the event CLAIM successfully introduced to the audience the 
project’s innovative research, through interactive presentations, posters, flyers, and 
brochures. As such, CLAIM raised the public’s attention towards the importance of 
preventing marine plastic pollution. 

Audience: Regardless of the occurred postponing, the European Researcher’s Night 
gathered hundreds of people from all ages, along with various stakeholders, NGOs and 
representatives of a number of different sectors. More than 250 people from Civil Society 
and General Public attended the pre-event in Elefsina and more than 8,000 people (Civil 
Society, General Public) visited the event in Democritus Campus, attracting people's 
attention to plastic pollution theme and the CLAIM technologies presented. About 1,500 
people visited the kiosk of HCMR and the CLAIM project. 
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Fig.1 and 2 The CLAIM team at the European Researchers Night events of 2018 in Greece. 

 

• 1st Climathon Piraeus, Greece, October 25 & 26 2018 

Whereabouts: CLAIM participated at the 1st Climathon organized by the Municipality of 
Piraeus on 25th -26th of October 2018, in Piraeus, Greece at the Neoclassical Building of 9 
Iroon Polytechniou Avenue. This was a 24-hour "hackathon" aimed at designing solutions 
to the challenges of climate change facing the city of Piraeus. 

Description: Climathon, an EU initiative, invited students, researchers, developers, 
entrepreneurs, public officials and urban residents to work together 24 hours a day, to 
envision, co-design and present to their Municipal Authorities new ideas and innovative 
solutions, concerning the resilience of cities and tackling climate challenges at local level. 
More specifically, the effort to find solutions focuses on combination of new 
technologies, in coordinated action between local bodies and in the application of the 
principles of the circular to encourage professional fishermen to fish for plastic and other 
waste and to create the right conditions at local level to manage them. 

Climathon started in 2015 in 20 European cities at the same time, on the occasion of the 
historic Paris Agreement on Climate Change and in 2018 it was organized in more than 
150 cities around the world on the same day, Friday 26 October. 

The Municipality of Piraeus participated for the first time in the Climathon initiative, 
setting as the goal of the year 2018 Climathon Piraeus to find solutions regarding the 
collection of marine litter and specifically plastics from the sea and their further 
utilization at the city level through recycling and reuse. Climathon Piraeus contributed to 
the creation of new sustainable business opportunities in the city of Piraeus, based on the 
collection, recycling and / or reuse of plastic marine litter as well as the transition to a 
circular economy. 

The organisation of Climathon Piraeus was undertaken by the Municipality of Piraeus 
through the BlueGrowth Initiative, which is implemented in collaboration with 
Aephoria.net and the start-up group of start-ups "The Cube". Among the supporters and 
collaborators of the 1st Climathon Piraeus are the University of Piraeus, the University of 
West Attica, the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, Marina Zeas, the start-ups Enaleia, 
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Bi-Matters, We Dive - We Clean and Phee, and the Organization Earth. Climathon Piraeus 
was under the auspices of ClimateKIC Hub Greece.   

  

Fig.3 The participants of the 1st 2018 
Climathon in Piraeus. 

Fig. 4 Dr. George Triantafyllou delivering the 
inspirational speech at the opening. 

  

Fig.5 Dr. George Triantaphyllidis Mentor 
of the young entrepreneurs that won the 
2nd price of the Climathon Piraeus. 

Fig.6 Dr. George Triantaphyllidis with the 
Authorized Municipal Councillor of the Local 
Economic Development & Entrepreneurship, 
Mr. Petros Kokkalis. 

Audience: Throughout the event CLAIM successfully introduced to 60 people audience the 
project’s innovative research, through interactive presentations, posters, flyers, and 
brochures. The CLAIM Coordinator, Dr. George Triantafyllou gave in inspirational speech 
whereas Dr. George Triantaphyllidis acted as Mentor to a team of young entrepreneurs that 
introduced a novel method of treating recovered fishing gear and make products out of them 
(Manolis Levadianos and Frank Vargas) who won the 2nd price in the 48 hrs Hackathon that 
was organized. 
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• Posidonia 2018 Exhibition (biannual International Shipping Exhibition, with participating 
companies from all sectors of the shipping industry), 4-8 June 2018, Athens, Greece 

Whereabouts: HCMR participated in the Posidonia 2018 Exhibition held from 4-8 June 2018 
at the Metropolitan Expo which is located in the Athens International Airport “Eleftherios 
Venizelos” complex in Greece. Posidonia is a biannual International Shipping Exhibition, with 
participating companies from all sectors of the shipping industry. 

Description: The purpose was to introduce the five different innovations of the EU Horizon 
2020 project CLAIM in marine litter management, ranging from devices preventing micro 
and macro-litter entering our seas to using macro litter as energy to various stakeholders.  

Audience: The open-science events were simultaneously organised 370 different cities 
across Europe and attended by thousands of people who were introduced to the scientific 
world through workshops, meetings with researchers, lectures and laboratory visits. The 
total number of attendants exceeds 22,000, including children. Meetings with the following 
companies and stakeholders were held: Lloyd’s Register, SOLIX Engineering, SignalGeneriX, 
University of Nicosia, LeedGreen, Royal Norwegian Embassy, Volos Port Authority SA, 
Thessaloniki Port Authority SA, HELMEPA, Antipollution, Oceanroute SA, EQnomics, ERMA 
FIRST, Piraeus Port Authority, Dubai Maritime City Authority, DNV-GL, General Filters, 
Sedas OY, NEREUS, OKT Shiping & Trading Ltd, Yildiz Technical University, Sundeseas, 
Alphard Group, COSCO Shipping, Kongsberg, Heraklion Port Authority SA, Arab Academy 
for Science, Technology & Maritime Transport, Feng Shun marine supplies Co Ltd, VENLYS, 
KPMG, ECOMASYN. More than 1,00o people visited the stand of HCMR and CLAIM. 

 

 
Fig. 7-12 CLAIM at the Posidonia 2018 Exhibition. 
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• Piraeus Church radio 91.2 FM, 18 November 2018, Athens, Greece 

Whereabouts: CLAIM’s Coordinator Dr. George Triantafyllou recorded 2 hours of broadcast 
on November 18, 2018 at the studio of Piraeus Church radio, with Ms Konstantina Tziliou, 
explaining the issue of marine plastic pollution and how the EC and the CLAIM project is 
assisting to solve this issue. It was broadcasted on 23/11/2018 and 30/11/2018. 

Description: During the two-hour radio broadcasts, the marine plastic litter pollution 
problem was analysed as well as how the CLAIM project’s technologies will assist the efforts 
to reduce marine plastic pollution at its source: river mouths and waste water treatment 
plants. 
 
Audience: The radio show was rebroadcast not only in the Metropolitan area of Athens and 
Piraeus but almost all over Greece, as local radio stations rebroadcast the program of the 
Piraeus Church throughout the Greek Territory. The total number of attendants exceeds 
50,000 people.  

 

Fig. 13 and 14 Dr. George Triantafyllou at the Piraeus Church radio station, together with Ms. 
Konstantina Tziliou. 

  

The image part with relationship ID rId26 was not found in the file. The image part with relationship ID rId26 was not found in the file.
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• European Researchers Night Greece, 27 September 2019, Athens, Greece 

Whereabouts: CLAIM participated at the European Researchers Night Greece on 27 
September 2019, which took place in Athens, Greece. The project also took part at the pre-
event of the main occasion, which has been held on 20 September 2019 in Lavrio, Greece. 

Description: During the event, CLAIM presented the project’s technologies and goals at the 
event. Hosted at the entrance of the Dinosaurs & Monsters of the Sea Exhibition, the 
audience understood the issue of marine plastic pollution and what CLAIM does to fight this 
problem. 
 
Audience: The open-science events have been simultaneously organised 370 different cities 
across Europe and have been attended by thousands of people who were introduced to the 
scientific world through workshops, meetings with researchers, lectures and laboratory 
visits. The total number of attendants exceeds 1,500,000, including children.  
 

   
 
Figs. 15-17 CLAIM at the European Researchers Night in Greece, 2019. 
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• Visit to Arsakeio Primary School of Psychiko, 22 February 2019, Greece 
 

Whereabouts: On 22 February 2019, a CLAIM team visited the Arsakeio Primary School of 
Psychiko, within the context of awareness raising campaign, focusing in early stages of 
education. 
 
Description: The concept of the school visit was to offer the children an additional channel 
of knowledge and to motivate them, in order to act with responsibility as consumers, but 
also to trigger them for influencing their families. 

The event has been tailored made and inserted to a modular essay of the 2 class 
departments, dealing with marine pollution, its origin, the impacts on the general 
environment, animals, fish and the humans. CLAIM’s main contribution was the introduction 
of alternative efficient solutions to overcome the problem. In this context, a video and photos 
were also presented from the deployment of the first technological device (floating barrier) 
concerning the collection of plastic waste at the river mouth of Kifissos. 
 
Audience: The audience has been comprised by 10-year-old children (2 departments of the 
5th class), almost 50 pupils, their teachers, the primary School Director and the Natural 
History’s Museum Responsible. 
 

  

      
Fig. 18-21 CLAIM at the Arsakeio Primary School of Psychiko, Greece.  



 

Deliverable Number: D6.6                                                                                                                                                                      13 

• Visiting more schools 
With respect to an equal opportunity for the youth of different social stratification, and based 
on the 2011 population census, apart from the Arsakeio Primary School of Psychiko, which is 
a Private School of Athens with a high living standard (Municipality of Filothei-Psychiko, 
inhabitants ± 27.000 out of ± 1.029.000 of the main field of Athens) two (2) more schools 
were selected (closed stratification systems, characterized by difficult or impossible social 
mobility) for disseminating CLAIM’s contribution in relation to cleaner seas: 
- A village (Kouvaras) public school, Municipality of Saronikos, inhabitants ± 1.750 
- A coastal town (Lavrion) public school, Municipality of Lavreotiki, inhabitants ± 25.000 
 
• Visiting Kouvaras High School, 2 April 2019, Greece 

 
Whereabouts: On 02 April 2019, a CLAIM team visited a village’s public school, Kouvaras 
High School, during the schools’ “thematic week” on purpose to raise awareness of the 
students on various issues, here the marine environment and its protection, focusing in the 
teenager’s stage of education. 
 
Description: Similar to the presentation in the Arsakeio school, an additional channel of 
knowledge and motivation to act as responsible individuals and consumers, and to stress 
their awareness of the environment and its protection, the imbalance that we – humans - 
cause to the marine environment and its inhabitants and the impact back to us, was the 
concept of our presentation, as well as the CLAIM’s contribution to restore this balance and 
to introduce efficient solutions and alternatives to overcome the problem.  In this context 
videos and photos were presented from the deployment of the CLEAN TRASH system at 
Kifissos river, and a real demo of the lab-scale pre-filtering system for WWTPs operating with 
colored microplastics. Ιn the presentation, they were asked to reflect on the suitability of the 
devices, the potential consumption of other significant resources and to propose alternatives 
and/or replacement of the devices with their own ideas. 
 
Audience: The audience comprised by 73 high school students and their academic staff (4 
teachers and the Director). They found the presentation informative and edifying and they 
expressed their desire to come back with new solutions and results. 
 

   
Fig. 22-24 CLAIM at Kouvaras High School, Municipality of Saronikos, Greece. 
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• Visiting the 1st Lavrion High School, 9 April 2019, Greece 
 

Whereabouts: On 09 April 2019, a CLAIM team visited a town’s public school, the 1st Lavrion 
High School, within the context of awareness raising campaign (“thematic week”), focusing 
in the teenager’s stage of education. 
 
Description: We kept the same presentation as in Kouvaras school, demonstrating the 
WWTP lab scaled pre-filtering system and the CLEAN TRASH system and discussed the 
problems of the marine environment and its inhabitants and the solutions and alternatives 
proposed by the CLAIM project. The presentation was also interactive and the audience had 
a lot of questions while tried to propose also alternatives. 
 
Audience: The audience comprised by 72 high school students of the 1st class, 3 teachers, 
and a representative of the Lavrion Technological Cultural Park which hosted the event.  
 

   
 

  
Fig. 25-28 CLAIM at the 1st Lavrio High School, Municipality of Lavreotiki, Greece. 
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• Conference “LAVREOTIKI: A special coastal ecosystem”, 4 May 2019, Lavrio, Greece 

Whereabouts: On 4 May 2019, CLAIM participated in the conference “Lavreotiki: a special 
coastal ecosystem”, a meeting of local and non-local researchers, culture and history, 
environmental education and geographic and biological diversity. 
 
Description: From the global coastal ecosystem to the Greek and the special ecosystem of 
Lavrio, lectures covered both history and the biogeological importance of maintaining the 
coastal and marine environment and exploitation, new research and practical applications to 
protect it, while the role of education of the next and the current generations were 
underlined. The importance of the marine environment and its protection, as well as CLAIM’s 
contribution against marine litter through the development and application of new 
technologies, were presented by the coordination group of CLAIM project. The positive 
social message is that researchers approached civil society and exchanged views with active 
citizens and young people who are interested in the history of the place, the culture, and the 
preservation of biodiversity. 
 
Audience: The conference, that was co-organised by HCMR, the clubs “Lavra” and “Friends 
of Lavrion Library”, and the Environmental Education Centre of Lavrion, was open to the 
general public – all ages and stakeholders.  Almost 6o persons followed the conference. 
 

   
 

Fig. 29-31, CLAIM at the conference “Lavreotiki: A special coastal ecosystem”, Lavrio, Greece. 
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• Info day Plastic Busters MPAs, 6 November 2019, Athens, Greece 

Whereabouts: On 6 November 2019, CLAIM took part at the plastic pollution Info Day in 
Athens Greece, where over 70 Greek representatives of international academic and research 
organisations gathered for the event. The Greek Info Day has been organised in a 
collaboration between the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR) and the 
Mediterranean Environment, Culture and Sustainability Office (MIO-ECSDE). 
 
Description: The main objectives of the Info Day were to exchange ideas and raise 
awareness on the importance of the marine litter issue, as well as to inform about undertaken 
activities to tackle this it, initiating discussion among all participants. One of the highlights 
was the presentation of good practices against marine litter, implemented at regional, 
national and local levels. CLAIM has been represented by its Project Manager Dr. George 
Triantaphyllidis, were he presented the technologies that are being developed and 
highlighted that realistic solutions exist for the combat against marine litter. 
 
Audience: The Athens Info Day has been attended by numerous national and local 
authorities, management bodies of coastal and marine protected areas, as well as NGOs 
(total 73). In numbers: higher education and research 38, Interest groups including NGOs 12, 
International organisation EEIG 1, Infrastructure and (public) service provider 4, Regional 
public authority 10, sectoral agency 3, National Public Authority 3, SME 1, General Public  1. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.32 George Triantaphyllidis at the Plastic Busters MPAs Info Day. 
  

The image part with relationship ID rId26 was not found in the file.
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• Visit to schools on World Water Day, 22 March 2021, Greece 

Whereabouts: Within the scope of the Saronikos case study area, CLAIM organised an online 
meeting with the 2nd Primary School of Ymittos, Greece. The event took place in an online 
environment due to COVID-19 restrictions. Regardless of the situation, an insightful 
presentation was given by CLAIM’s Project Manager Dr. George Triantaphyllidis, to the 
5th grade students of the school on 19 March 2021. 

Description: In light of the World Water Day on 22 March, Dr. Triantaphyllidis (Hellenic 
Centre for Marine Research), engaged the pupils in productive discussion on the various 
threats plastic pollution is posing onto the seas, and the innovative ways to prevent it. The 
students were introduced to the issue of marine pollution caused by plastic and the role of 
the CLAIM technologies in dealing with it. It has also emphasized on the great importance of 
the collaboration of different scientists from all over Europe and the multidisciplinary 
approach that must be followed to provide effective solutions, as well as the need to 
implement innovative ideas. 

The purpose of the virtual session has been to raise awareness and for the young population 
to understand the magnitude of our responsibility as a society to protect the environment. 

Audience: 5th grade pupils at the 2nd Primary School of Ymittos, Greece (25 pupils) 

 
Fig. 33 Dr. George Triantaphyllidis presenting CLAIM to the 5th grade pupils at the 2nd Primary 
School of Ymittos, Greece. 
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• CLAIM presentations at the 1st Primary School of Ymittos, 22 March 2021, Greece 

Whereabouts: Within the scope of the Saronikos case study area, CLAIM organized e-class 
presentations for the 1st Primary School of Ymittos, Greece. An insightful presentation was 
given by CLAIM’s Project Manager Dr. George Triantaphyllidis, to all 6 grades of students of 
the school on March and April 2021 according to the following plan. 

 

Date Time Class 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 14.50 -15.20 

15.30 - 16.00  

Γ΄ &  Δ΄1 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 14.10 – 14.40  

14.50 - 15.20  

Α΄  &  Β΄  

Friday 16 April 2021  14.10 – 14.40  

14.50 - 15.20  

Στ΄1  & Στ΄2 

Monday 19 April 2021 14.10 – 14.40  

14.50 - 15.20  

Δ΄2 & Ε΄ 

Fig. 22 Schedule of the CLAIM presentations at the 1st Primary School of Ymittos, Greece. 

Description: As a follow up of the World Water Day on 22 March, Dr. Triantaphyllidis 
(Hellenic Centre for Marine Research), engaged the pupils in productive discussion on the 
various threats plastic pollution is posing onto the seas, and the innovative ways to prevent 
it. The students were introduced to the issue of marine pollution caused by plastic and the 
role of the CLAIM technologies in dealing with it. It has also emphasized on the great 
importance of the collaboration of different scientists from all over Europe and the 
multidisciplinary approach that must be followed to provide effective solutions, as well as 
the need to implement innovative ideas. 

The purpose of the virtual session has been to raise awareness and for the young population 
to understand the magnitude of our responsibility as a society to protect the environment. 

Audience: 180 pupils of all grades of the 1st Primary School of Ymittos, Greece 
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• Presentation of CLAIM technologies to CAPONLITTER project, 11 June 2021, Greece  

Whereabouts: CLAIM has been invited by the Region of Crete to present best practices that 
can help in preventing marine litter. The Clean Trash system has been presented with brief 
mentioning to the other 4 CLAIM technologies. 

Description: The Region of Crete invited HCMR to an online meeting in the framework of 
the implementation of the European project CAPONLITTER - INTERREG EUROPE 
(https://www.interregeurope.eu/caponlitter/). CAPonLITTER aims at improving policies and 
practices that can help in preventing marine litter that results from coastal tourism and 
recreational activities. The meeting took place on Friday, June 11, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in order 
to present applied good practices to minimize the causes and effects of marine litter from 
recreational activities in coastal areas. The CLAIM Clean Trash system has been presented 
and attracted the interest of the Crete local Authorities. The Cretan Regional Authorities 
found the ideas very interesting and due to its importance, the CLAIM project has been 
invited to present the CLAIM technologies to the CAPONLITTER partners meeting that will 
take place on July 27 with participants from Portugal, the Netherlands, Germany, France, 
Croatia and Bulgaria. 

Audience: 19 participants including Public Authorities from Crete (Greece), staff from the 
Regional Authority of Crete, staff from the Municipality of Rethymno, the Water Department 
of the Decentralized Administration (Regional Administration - Local Government) in Crete, 
the Hellenic Coast Guard. 

 
Fig. 34 The participants of the CAPONLITTER project online meeting. 
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Ligurian Sea (Italy)  

• BlueMed 2020, 20 January 2020, Camogli, Italy  

Whereabouts: CLAIM has been actively taking part at the BlueMed events over the years, 
and in January 2020 the project participated the 2020 edition for a third time in a row.  

Description: In 2020, the pilot action was “Plastic free for a healthy Mediterranean Sea” and 
focused on displaying the plastic litter challenge and related concrete actions in the global 
perspective. Тhe BlueMed pilot action has been established in 2018 and presents mapping 
and assessment of the actions on place regarding marine plastic pollution in the EU and non-
EU countries of the Mediterranean region. The aim of this action is to promote the circulation 
of good practices, R&I actions and to demonstrate, communicate and educate the public by 
specifically addressing the challenges posed by marine litter. 

By establishing national hubs at a country level, the integration of knowledge has been 
ensured. Additionally, the innovation within the circular economy and green deal perspective 
have been promoted, as well as the popularization of various recycling systems and 
technologies, which support the sustainable growth in the marine and maritime sectors. 
Introducing these aspects to the audience. 

Audience: Mediterranean countries’ experts and stakeholders. Over 100 participants from 
policy, NGOs, science, industry and media gathered together to tackle plastic pollution 
issues threatening the Mediterranean Sea. 

 

• Organization Educational laboratory: Dal Banco di Laboratorio al Banco di Scuola, 19 
February 2020, Genoa, Italy 

 
Whereabouts: CLAIM participated at the educational laboratory event, which has been 
jointly organised by the Institute of Chemical Sciences and Technologies (CNR), Helpcode 
Italy and the Institute of higher education 'E. Montale Nuovo IPC 'of Genoa. The occasion 
took place in Genoa, Italy, where a great number of scientists and research projects were 
gathered at the laboratories of the E. Montale Nuovo IPC institute for higher education. 
 
Description: The educational laboratory event established theoretical suggestions and 
practical experiences in a path of awareness to correctly frame the problem of plastic 
pollution in the marine environment. CLAIM has been represented by project partners with 
the educational presentation “The Sea and the plastic: a trip to CNR for a sustainable future.” 
The main objective of the project was to raise awareness towards the environmental crisis 
and to involve as many and as significant a number of stakeholders in the fight against plastic 
pollution. 
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Audience: CLAIM has been able to reach a significant number of the participating 
representatives of the scientific community and higher education, as well as stakeholders 
and NGO’s.  

• First International Workshop, Removal of Marine Litter and Circular Economy: Challenges 
and opportunities, 3 June 2021, Venice, Italy 

Whereabouts: CLAIM has been actively taking part at a joint MAELSTROM InNoPlastic 
International Workshop, on Removal of Marine Litter and Circular Economy: Challenges and 
opportunities.  

Description: The CLAIM Project and the CLAIM Technologies (NNL’s Clean Trash system, 
IRIS’ Pyroliser, Waste et Water Pre-filtering system) were presented in a hybrid event with 
live participation in Venice (Torre di Porta Nuova dell’Arsenale di Venezia) and through a 
Zoom connection. 

The projects MAELSTROM, InNoPlastic, GoJelly and CLAIM have been presented as well as 
12 removal technologies, 7 circular economy of marine litter solutions and 2 Apps for clean-
up and marine litter tracking. 

Audience: Over 100 participants from regional Authorities, policy, NGOs, science, industry 
and media got together to tackle plastic pollution issues threatening the Mediterranean Sea. 

 

 
Fig. 35, CLAIM at the joint MAELSTROM and InNoPlastic International Workshop. 
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Gulf of Lion (France) 

• Science Festival, 11-13 October 2019, Marseille, France 

Whereabouts: From 11 to 13 October 2019 CLAIM took part in the 28th edition of the Science 
Festival in Marseille, France, to raise awareness about the plastic pollution in seas and oceans 
and engage with science enthusiasts of all ages. 

Description: The Science Festival (Fête de la science) is a French scientific event, which 
promotes science to the general public. The event in 2019 took place in several municipalities 
and focuses on the major challenges of the 21st century, including climate change, 
demography, digital revolution and more. From 5 to 13 October, researchers meet visitors 
throughout the region of Cote d’Azure to show science novelties and offer solutions to 
contemporary issues. 

CLAIM presented informative brochures with information detailing the CLAIM technological 
innovations and modelling tools. The brochures contain insights into the distribution of 
macroplastics and microplastics, as well as scenarios, which determine the efficiency of the 
CLAIM technologies. For the youngsters among the visitors, CLAIM had prepared game-like 
posters and postcards, teaching children what plastic can do to seafood and how long it takes 
for different plastic materials to decompose. Interactive animations, exhibitions and 
workshops catered for a fun, informative and engaging event aiming to spread and celebrate 
science.  

The CLAIM project also participated in the Italian edition of the Science Festival – Festival 
della Scienza in Genoa. Beneficiaries from Italy organised an educational scientific 
laboratory, where issues with plastic are presented in an artistic way, in order to reach out to 
both young and elderly citizens. This laboratory called “The Plastisphere – all you need to 
know about plastics” helped the audience understand complex chemical, physical and 
biological interactions that influence plastic. The lab also focused on raising awareness on 
the importance of developing innovative technologies for reducing marine litter and 
promoting a global cultural change, the so called “blue revolution”, through the 4R strategy: 
Recovery, Recycling, Reuse and Redesign. 

Audience: General public at all ages has been the main audience, as well as stakeholders and 
scientists from the various organisations attending the Science Festivals in France and Italy. 

  

Fig. 36 and 37 CLAIM at the Science Festival in France. 
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Gulf of Gabes (Tunisia) 

• Forum Blue Economy, 12 January 2020, Gabes, Tunisia 

Whereabouts: CLAIM took part in the Tunisian event Forum Blue Economy on 10 to 22 
January 2020 in Gabes (South of Tunisia). The occasion brought together stakeholders, 
aiming to support the sustainability of key sectors such as fishing, aquaculture, coastal 
tourism, marine biotechnologies and marine energy.  

Description: The Forum Blue Economy event has been organized by the WWF Tunisia, which 
is one of the very first independent environmental protection organizations in the world, 
founded in 1994. The organization is carrying out concrete actions in Tunisia and North Africa 
to safeguard natural environments and their species, ensure the promotion of sustainable 
lifestyles, train decision-makers, support residents in reducing of their ecological footprint, 
and contribute to the environmental education of young people. The mission of the WWF 
Tunisia is to put an end to environmental degradation and to build a future where people live 
in harmony with nature as in Tunisia, the pressures and negative impacts on marine 
ecosystems generated by increasing exploitation of the sea are increasing at a faster rate 
than the efforts to tackle them. The effects of technological advances and the 
implementation of policies to protect marine ecosystems also seem to fall behind. 

To address this issue, the three-day Forum Blue Economy discussed new approaches that 
support sustainable growth in the vital sectors. CLAIM actively participated in a session on 
plastic pollution in the marine environment and offered innovative technologies, which have 
already proven efficient in a test environment. 

Audience: The event was attended by various stakeholders, NGOs and representatives of 
the fishing, aquaculture, coastal tourism, marine biotechnologies and the marine energy 
sector. 

  

Fig. 38 CLAIM at the Forum    Fig. 39 BlueMed Tunisia event banner 
             Blue Economy event in Tunisia 
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• European Researchers Night, 28 Sept 2018, Tunis, Tunisia 

Whereabouts: For a thirteenth time in a row, the European Researcher’s Night took place 
on 28 September 2018. The event has been organised in Tunisia for the first time.  
 
Description: The event was designed to raise awareness of the positive role of research in 
society, especially among young people. Global warming, space exploration and many other 
crucial topics were presented to a broad audience, inviting visitors to the world of science. 

Held in around 30 other countries, the Tunisian European Researcher’s Night was attended 
by hundreds of visitors, who were getting an insight into research topics affecting society. 
CLAIM took part of the event with the goal to show what research really does for society and 
presented ways to clean our seas and oceans to people of all ages. 

With innovative methods like hands-on experiments, workshops and interactive 
presentations by researchers, CLAIM addressed the marine pollution issue and showcased 
technologies for cleaning microplastics. CLAIM experts answered questions like ‘How long 
does it take for plastics to decompose’ and ‘How do accumulated plastics in the marine debris 
affect human well-being?’ With the help of slideshows, posters, brochures and postcards, 
CLAIM presented life-changing research in an interactive way, allowing people to meet the 
faces behind science. 

Audience: Among the hundreds of participants, there were representatives of the general 
public, various sectors, as well as stakeholders and NGOs. 

 

  

Figs. 40 and 41 CLAIM at the first European Researcher’s night in Tunisia. 
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Baltic Sea: Gulf of Finland (Estonia) 

• XXI International Environmental Forum Baltic Sea Day, 19-20 March, St. Petersburg, Russia 

CLAIM had scheduled participation to the XXI International Environmental Forum Baltic Sea 
Day on 19-20 March 2020 in St Petersburg, Russia. As part of the event preparation, the 
project 8-page-brochure has been translated into Russian, aiming at strong impact on the 
local community at the event. To raise awareness prior to CLAIM’s participation, a strong 
social media campaign was initiated, including announcement cards for Twitter and 
Facebook. However, due to the COVID-19 lockdown, the event was cancelled.  

 

Baltic Sea: Belt Sea (Denmark - Germany) 

• German Researchers Night, Kiel, Germany 

CLAIM had scheduled a participation at the German Researchers Night at the end of 2020. 
The organisors of the scientific event have decided to transform it into a Rent a scientist 
school program. As such, young pupils and students in Kiel will be introduced to the scientific 
world and the many occurring challenges that are surrounding the environment. However, 
due to the COVID-19 global pandemic, the event has been cancelled and rescheduled for 
2022. 
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Blue economy workshop 
Within CLAIM, training and knowledge share courses have been foreseen, in order to 
promote the blue circular economy to SMEs and service providers. An external training 
workshop has been planned targeting relevant blue economy players based on a broad 
inventory of relevant European and other international organisations and institutions and 
stakeholders interested in promoting the blue circular economy. 

• BlueInvest Day 2020, 4 February 2020, Brussels, Belgium 

Whereabouts: CLAIM participated in the BlueInvest Day 2020 on 4 February 2020 in 
Brussels, Belgium, to dive deep into the world of sea, ocean and coast innovation and to 
generate concrete business opportunities and visibility for the project.  

Description: Supporting the Blue Economy, this annual event brought together innovators 
and entrepreneurs for another year in a row do to the match-making between business and 
technology. 

CLAIM participated in eight meetings with experts, entrepreneurs and NGOs working on 
marine litter and the Blue Economy. The BlueInvest Day 2020 showed that the CLAIM 
innovative technologies that will majorly contribute to the Blue Economy and are a step 
towards sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and 
jobs while preserving the health of ocean ecosystem. 

Audience:  Captains of Industry, impact investors and high-level representatives from 
government and the public sector. 

 
Fig. 42 CLAIM promotional materials distributed at the BlueInvest 2020. 
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Booster Service Training Webinars 
Within the courses planned at CLAIM project, a series of Webinars took place in the 
framework of the Horizon Results Booster initiative. The Horizon Results Booster addresses 
projects eager to go beyond their Dissemination and Exploitation (D&E) obligations under 
Horizon 2020 - steering research towards strong societal impact and concretising the value 
of R&I activity for societal challenges. To help the beneficiaries, get a step further and better 
implement their D&E actions, the European Commission offers free consulting services 
through the Horizon Results Booster. 

Two project Key Exploitable Results (KERs), the Clean Trash System and the Pyrolizer 
(PYR1 and PYR2) were selected for in-depth analysis exploitation planning.  

Whereabouts: Booster support was structured in 3 different services, that consist of 3 
workshops per service including: back-to-back training sessions (webinars), coaching 
sessions, mentoring and consulting sessions with the active participation of the Booster 
services and project partners and the assistance of IKERC. In this section we will focus on 
describing the scope, calendar, and content of the training sessions (Webinars) organised 
within the mentioned workshops. 

Description:  

Service 1 – Portfolio Dissemination & Exploitation Strategy: assisting projects to 
improve their existing exploitation strategy. 

The Webinars organised provided guidance and training to improve the KER’s existing 
strategy towards effective exploitation of the anticipated key exploitable results. 

 

Webinar Date Content Attendants 

Introductory 14.04.2021 Common Webinar for KER1 & KER 2 
IRIS, NNL, HCMR, Project 
Officers, IKERC, VUA, BOOSTER 

1 13.05.2021 

Towards an effective Exploitation 
Strategy, including: “Risk 
Assessment”, “Business planning is a 
journey” and “Exploitation Road map” 

IRIS, IKERC, BOOSTER 

2 03.06.2021 

Introduction to the Business Model 
Canvas: Methodology for the 
definition of a Business Model for KER 
2 

IRIS, IKERC, BOOSTER 

3 09.06.2021 

Value proposition definition: including 
strategic planning tools for the KER2 
exploitation like “Lean Canvas”, the 
“Value Proposition Canvas” and main 
tips for a pitch; 

IRIS, IKERC, BOOSTER 
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Service 2 - Tailor-made training and support to develop a business plan including tools 
for the definition of following subjects: 

The Webinars organised included guidance and training on market analysis tools for the 
definition of products and services, identification of the market size and market share, 
identification of customers and segmentation criteria. The Webinar also included some 
aspects about business strategy, operations plan, competitor identification and analysis, 
clear action plan to be implemented by the project, estimation of time to market. 

 

Webinar Date Content Attendants 

Introductory 14.04.2021 Common Webinar for KER1 & KER 2 
IRIS, NNL, HCMR, Project 
Officers, IKERC, VUA, BOOSTER 

1 13.05.2021 

Towards an effective Exploitation 
Strategy, including: “Risk 
Assessment”, “Business planning is a 
journey” and “Exploitation Road map” 

NNL, IKERC, BOOSTER 

2 03.06.2021 

Introduction to the Business Model 
Canvas: Methodology for the 
definition of a Business Model for 
KER1 

NNL, IKERC, HCMR, BOOSTER 

3 11.06.2021 

Value proposition definition: including 
strategic planning tools for the KER1 
exploitation like “Lean Canvas”, the 
“Value Proposition Canvas” and main 
tips for a pitch; 

NNL, IKERC, BOOSTER 

 

Service 3 – Go-to-Market Support: 

The Webinars (to be organised in July and September) will provide support to take KERs to 
the market. The service provides assistance, coaching, mentoring, contacts with the market 
stakeholders regarding: 

• pitching - coaching in presenting a product(s) or service(s) to potential investors, 
identification of relevant events for pitching (forums, trade fairs, expos), 
identification of venture capitals or and traditional funding mechanisms, guidance on 
how to follow up a pitch; 

• support and guidance for Intellectual Property Rights (IPR): introduction to IP 
services, guidance regarding the procedures, definitions, regulation on IPR, as well as 
patenting, IP licensing and sale; freedom of operations -due diligence; transfer of IP; 

• training in innovation management (product, process and resulting organisational 
changes); 

• business services – co-designing a plan for commercial development, feasibility 
studies to assess potential business plans, support in the creation of spin-offs and 
start-ups; 
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• introduction to non-EU funding opportunities available and support in your 
application. 

Webinar Date Content Attendants 

Introductory Planned July 2021 

Second Common Webinar for KER1 & 
KER 2: The Commercialization Plan 
and The “4P Assessment Template 
(Product, Price, Place and Promotion)” 

IRIS, NNL, IKERC 

1 Planned July 2021 
The KER exploitation Form with 
business implementation options IRIS, NNL, IKERC 

2 Planned July 2021 

pitching - coaching in presenting a 
product(s) or service(s) to potential 
investors, identification of venture 
capitals or and traditional funding 
mechanisms 

IRIS, NNL, IKERC 

3 
Planned 
September 2021 

Support and guidance for Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR) 

IRIS, NNL, IKERC 

 

Audience:  CLAIM beneficiaries, like NNL, IRIS, HCMR 
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Dissemination strategy and promotion  
Each of the above-described stakeholder engagement event has been accompanied by 
dissemination actions, including prior to, during and post-event actions, aiming to promote 
CLAIM’s participation. These efforts include: 

 

Communication prior to event 

• Social media campaign starting at least one month prior to each event  
• Announcement on the project website 
• Dedicated event hashtag for each event 
• Specifically designed visuals (see below) 

 

  

Figs. 43 and 44 CLAIM post cards for the European Researcher’s night in Tunisia 
(French/English). 

 

  

Figs. 45 and 46 CLAIM post cards for European Researcher’s Night in Greece (French/ Greek). 
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Fig.47-49 CLAIM post cards for the Science Day in France. 

 

Communication during the event 

Strong social media activity during each event, including onsite dissemination, as well as 
presentation of the project promotional materials has been distributed by CLAIM’s 
Dissemination team and/or participating partner. 

 

Communication after the event 

Each event has been promoted via a set of communication activities, as per the list below. 

 
• Press release - https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/411593-raising-awareness-of-

plastic-pollution-in-the-marine-environment  
• News item announcing outcomes of each event 
• Social media announcements 
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Impact  
 
By actively participating at various EU organised events, CLAIM is striving to raise awareness 
towards the ongoing and important issue of marine litter, which has been recognised as a 
major environmental problem. The consequences of which are directly affecting not only 
nature and biodiversity, but also society and human well-being. 
In response to this challenge, CLAIM is not only tremendously developing innovative 
technologies for the management and reduction of marine plastic pollution, but is also 
actively attending various marine litter-related conferences, workshops and other events. By 
doing so, the project aims to have a positive impact on the general public, regardless of their 
age. Along with that, CLAIM aims to increase people’s awareness about the importance of 
healthy oceans and seas, free from plastic litter, as well as the importance of progress 
towards reducing pollution and debris (macro, micro and nano) in regional sea basins and 
beyond, and towards restoring marine ecosystems. 

By carrying out training and knowledge share courses, CLAIM is also striving to promote and 
maximise the project’s impact, as well as to change policy and public perceptions and provide 
advice for management decision-making within various interested parties and stakeholders. 
 

Conclusion  
This report has addressed the relevant stakeholder engagement scientific events, which 
CLAIM has participated in, as well as the dissemination activities accompanying them.  

These activities have been aimed to inform local audiences, stakeholders, as well as science 
journalists and the general public about newsworthy results from the project. As such, CLAIM 
has ensured the coverage in the respective areas and has reached out to the public in its local 
language. 

Furthermore, by engaging in coherently outlined dissemination activities such as news 
items, press releases and social media campaigns, CLAIM has secured the broad 
communication of project results. 
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